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A Comparative Study of Non-Qur�anic Revelation from the 
Perspectives of Shi�i and Sunni Scholars 

Mahdi Hayati,Qodsieh Pouraghbal 
 
Abstract 
The concept of revelation and its various dimensions, due to its 
mysterious and complex nature, has always been one of the 
fundamental subjects of Islamic thought and has long attracted the 
attention of Muslim scholars and thinkers. Revelation has been 
examined from different perspectives, and one of its most significant 
aspects is the discussion of �non-Qur�anic revelation.� According to 
this view, divine revelation to the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) was not 
limited to the Qur�an alone; rather, a portion of his teachings, rulings, 
and statements were also of a revelatory nature, and the Prophetic 
Sunnah ultimately derives from divine inspiration and instruction. In 
other words, just as the Qur�an was revealed to the Prophet (PBUH), 
the Sunnah likewise has a revelatory origin. 
The central question of this study is: what kinds of evidence have 
Muslim scholars throughout history presented to demonstrate the 
revelatory nature of the Prophetic Sunnah? Accordingly, the aim of 
this research is to examine the historical development of the theory of 
non-Qur�anic revelation and to identify and evaluate the Qur�anic and 
hadith-based arguments related to it. 
This study employs a descriptive�analytical method based on library 
sources. The findings indicate that a prominent origin of the theory of 
non-Qur�anic revelation in the Sunni tradition can be traced 
particularly in the works of Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi�i. Relying 
on certain narrations�such as the �Hadith of the Couch� and the 
report attributed to Hassan ibn �Atiyyah�he emphasized the authority 
and divine origin of the Sunnah. In contrast, in Shi�i sources the 
discussion of non-Qur�anic revelation, often referred to as explanatory 
revelation (wahy bayānī) or non-recited revelation (wahy ghayr 
matlū), is mainly addressed in connection with the discussion of the 
codex of Imam �Ali (AS) and in relation to the interpretation of verses 
3 and 4 of Surah al-Najm�verses that indicate divine guidance and 
instruction concerning the speech and actions of the Prophet (PBUH). 
Overall, the findings of this research show that although Sunni and 
Shi�i scholars differ in their explanations and arguments regarding this 
issue, both traditions agree on the existence of a level of divine 
instruction granted to the Prophet (PBUH) beyond the text of the 
Qur�an. 
Keywords: Wahy al-Sunnah, Wahy Ghayr Matlū, Non-Qur�anic 
Revelation, Wahy Bayānī, Qur�anic Revelation. 
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 ،     ۱۴۱۸.   
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۲.  ،                  :      ،                  ،             ،           ۱۴۰۳ .   
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 ،                             :    ۱۴۰۵ .  
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    ۴         «       ،          ۸۹     ،۱۴۰۴.  
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 ،         ۱۴۲۱  .   

۱۸.  ،           :      ،             ،     ،       ۱۴۱۴ .   
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 ،      ۱۴۱۴.   

۲۰.   ،             :      ،        ،               ،     ۱۳۵۸ .  

          ،              ،       ،        :             ـ    ـ     ،   ـ   ،  .۲۱

 ،               ۱۴۲۶ .  

                    ،        :               ،      ،     ـ    ،       ---------.۲۲

                     ،       ،۱۳۷۶ .  

،  ــ   ،    ــ      ــ        ــ ،   ــ   ،     ــ       ــ         ــ  ----------- .۲۳

                 :      ،۱۴۳۱ . 
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،                    ،                   ،            ـ    »                     

۱۳۹۶. 
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 ۱۳۸۰ :       ــ   ،ـــــــــــــــــــــ.   ــ     ــ        ــ        ــ .   ــ   :    ــ      ــ   ،  ــ .۲۶
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  ،                                 .      :  ـ          ـ      ـ ،      ،        .۳۰

۱۴۱۵ .   
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 ،                  :      ،                      ۱۴۱۳ .  

:     ـ     ـ  ،           ،                 .             .        ،   ـ    .٣٢
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     ــ       ــ    ــ    ــ        ــ  .  ــ     ــ   ،  ــ :     ــ        ــ   ـــــــــــــــــــــــ.  .۳۳

 ،                   ،   ۱۴۱۷ .  
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   ــ       ــ         ــ  .   ــ        ــ           ــ .     ــ :   ــ       ــ ، .۳۸
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