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Methodological Foundations of Comparative Narrative 
Interpretation 

Ehsan Ebrahimi 
Abstract 
The interpretive narrations (hadiths) of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon 
them) are considered among the most vital sources for understanding 
the Divine Intent in the Holy Quran. Examining these narrations 
necessitates a dual analysis of both their provenance (sudur) and their 
semantic/textual implications (dalalah). However, many existing 
tradition collections (jawami� al-hadith) merely record these 
narrations without providing any chain-of-transmission (isnad) 
validation or semantic analysis. Therefore, within the framework of 
�Comparative Narrative Interpretation,� it is essential to move beyond 
mere collection by incorporating rigorous isnad authentication and a 
precise analysis of content and implications to achieve a clear, 
documented interpretation of Quranic verses. 
The primary objective of this research is to investigate and analyze the 
methodological foundations effective in Comparative Narrative 
Interpretation. Employing a library-based data collection method and 
a descriptive-analytical approach, this study is organized into three 
axes: the foundations for gathering interpretive narrations, the 
foundations for their isnad validation, and the foundations for their 
semantic analysis. 
The research findings indicate that the authority (hujjiyyah) of the Ahl 
al-Bayt�s narrations in Quranic exegesis, coupled with their 
comprehensiveness and eternity, constitutes the most significant 
foundations for the maximum collection of narrations�the inaugural 
stage in the process of Comparative Narrative Interpretation. 
Furthermore, the validity of specific and general appraisals by Rijal 
scholars, the authority of the �reliable single-narrator report� (khabar 
al-wahid al-muwaththaq), and the relative efficacy of isnad 
examination serve as the fundamental bases for validation. In the final 
stage, the authority of the apparent meanings (zawahir) and their 
intelligibility, the relative validity of lexicographers� reports, and the 
utilization of discourse indicators and linguistic rules emerge as the 
core foundations for the semantic analysis of narrations within this 
interpretive framework. 
Keywords: Interpretive Narrations, Comprehensiveness of 
Narrations, Eternity of Narrations, Isnad Validation, Authority of 
Apparent Meanings (Zawahir), Authority of Lexicographical Reports, 
Authority of Linguistic Rules. 
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