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The Role of Asbab al-Nuzil Narrationsin Understanding Qur’anic
Verses

Umm a-Banin Yazdi — Leila Roshani

Abstract

Asbab al-Nuzil refers to the events, questions, and incidents that
occurred during the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH) and led to the
revelation of a verse, group of verses, or a whole sirah of the Holy
Qur’an, which in some way is connected to those circumstances. In
other words, Asbab al-Nuzil constitute the historical contexts and
situational backgrounds within which the Qur’anic revelations took
place.

A comparative analysis of the views of Allamah Jawadi Amuli and
al-Maraghi reveals that both exegetes, having distinguished between
the sha 'n al-nuzil (occasion of revelation) and the general contextual
atmosphere of revelation, have examined the related narrations with
great precision and caution. Allamah Jawadi Amuli emphasizes the
authenticity of the transmission and considers only sound (sahih)
narrations as authoritative, whereas al-Maraghi, if a narration accords
with the content of the verse, deemsit worthy of citation.

Numerous studies have addressed the role of Asbab al-Nuzil in
elucidating Qur’anic concepts. For instance, the article “An
Examination of Asbab al-Nuzil in Understanding Qur’anic
Verses from the Viewpoints of ‘Allamah Tabataba'i and
al-Maraghi” by Seyyed Kamal Hosseini and Umm al-Banin Yazdi
attempts, through a comparative approach, to clarify the place of sha 'n
al-nuzil/ in exegesis and the extent of its influence in interpreting
meanings. Likewise, the study “Asbab al-Nuzil in the Views of
Tabataba’i, Jawadi Amuli, and Ma‘rifat” by Naser Heydarzadeh
examines, from a comparative perspective, the degree of reliability of
these narrations and their role in the exegetical process.

However, none of the previous studies has devoted specia attention to
the narrations of Asbab al-Nuzil themselves, nor to their systematic
anaysis from the perspectives of the two eminent exegetes, Ayatollah
Jawadi Amuli and Ahmad Mustafa al-Maraghi. Earlier research has
mostly dealt with the general function of Asbab al-Nuzil and has paid
little attention to differentiating the views concerning the authenticity
of narrations, the criteriafor their authority (hujjiyyah), and the role of
reason (‘aql) in assessing narrations of sha'n al-nuzil.



The novelty of the present article liesin the fact that, for the first time,
Asbab al-Nuzil narrations are treated as the central subject of a
comparative analysis between two |eading exegetes—one representing
the Shi‘a exegetical tradition (Jawadi Amuli) and the other the Sunni
tradition (al-Maraghi). Accordingly, this study, by focusing on the
narrative dimension of Asbab al-Nuzil, takes a new step toward a
more precise understanding of the interaction between nad|
(transmission) and ‘aql/ (reason) in Qur’anic interpretation. By
examining both the shared and divergent aspects of their approaches,
the article evaluates the role of Asbab al-Nuzil in explaining meaning,
generaizing rulings, and critically assessing narrations, and ultimately
demonstrates that both exegetical approaches are grounded in rational
and methodological principles in engaging with the sources of tafsir.
Keywords: Asbab al-Nuzil, Qur’anic interpretation, al-Maraght,
Tasnim, Jawadi Amuli.
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