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A Comparative�Critical Analysis of Qur�an 43:18 from the 

Perspective of Shiʿa and Sunni Exegetes, with an Emphasis on 
Narrational Exegesis 

Seyyed Reza Mousavi 
Abstract 
Qur�an 43:18, �Awa man yunashshaʾu fī al-ḥilyah wa huwa fī al-
khiṣām ghayru mubīn,� is among the verses that have provided 
grounds for diverse interpretations regarding the status of women and 
their relation to God. At first glance, the verse may appear to convey a 
form of censure toward women; however, when examined within the 
broader context of the Qur�anic polemic against the polytheists�

particularly their attribution of �daughters� to God�a more precise 
and different meaning emerges. The central question of this study is 
whether the verse conveys an ontological judgment about women, 
reflects the pre-Islamic beliefs of the polytheists, or functions as a 
rhetorical argument to refute the attribution of �God�s daughters� 

(banāt Allāh). 
This study aims to offer a comparative and critical analysis of the 
verse from the standpoint of Shiʿa and Sunni exegetes, with particular 
emphasis on narrational (ḥadīth-based) exegesis. Conducted using a 
descriptive�analytical methodology and a comparative approach, the 
research draws upon narrational materials found in Shiʿa and Sunni 

narrational tafsīr sources, examining and evaluating them in detail. 
Findings indicate that exegetes have adopted three primary 
interpretive approaches regarding this verse. The first understands the 
verse as referring to a form of weakness or deficiency in women. The 
second interprets the descriptions in the verse as a reflection of the 
polytheists� ignorant beliefs, situating the verse as a critique of their 

flawed reasoning. The third approach, while mindful of the verse�s 

argumentative context, views it as highlighting natural and 
complementary differences between men and women without 
implying inferiority, deficiency, or superiority of either sex. Based on 
the comparative analysis of narrational data and close attention to 
textual context, the third approach appears to exhibit greater 
exegetical coherence and aligns more fully with the Qur�anic 

anthropological foundations, thereby offering a more accurate 
interpretation of the verse�s intent. 
Keywords: Qur�an 43:18; Shiʿa and Sunni exegetes; narrational 

exegesis; status of women in the Qur�an; tafsīr traditions. 
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