S Uilizo Joloxd 38 00 g guigyal (S by yge3)

P19y il 53 (Jusr oilg

S JR g drad

Solmaz Fereidouni®
Soraya Fatehkhah?

Abstract
This study examines the validity and effectiveness of the semantic
methodologies of Toshihiko Izutsu, with particular emphasis on
nchronic and diachronic analyses, and those of Muhammad Baqir
-Sadr, focusing on thematic exegesis and systematic inquiry, in
elucidating the semantic development of the term ‘adl (justice). Verses
3 and 129 of Sarat al-Nisa’, which at first glance appear contradictory,
have long constituted an important focus of exegetical discussions
among Shiite and Sunni commentators. Employing a comparative-
analytical approach and an inductive method, the present study
collects and analyzes data from twelve Shiite and twelve Sunni
transmitted Qur'anic commentaries, spanning the early to the
contemporary periods.
First, the semantic field of ‘adl is examined on the basis of Izutsu's
methodological components, including syntagmatic and paradigmatic
relationships, as well as the semantic development of the term from
the pre-Islamic period to the Islamic period. Second, drawing on al-
Sadr's methodology and employing systematic inquiry, concepts
related to “adl, including tagwa (piety), gist (equity),
and mu‘allagah (a suspended marital relationship), are analyzed
within the conceptual network of the verses.
The findings indicate that Izutsu's method is effective in representing
semantic networks and structural oppositions, including the distinction
between practical and affective dimensions. However, it encounters
limitations in precisely explaining the context of revelation, the
historical-narrative context, and the Qur'an's educational and
reformative dimensions. By contrast, al-Sadr's methodology, through
its systematic and problem-oriented approach, offers greater potential
for deriving an educational-social model and connecting Qur'anic
concepts to concrete social issues. From this perspective, it appears
more effective in analyzing the issue of justice in family relationships
while maintaining coherence with Islamic legal principles.
Accordingly, the study concludes that an integrative use of the
capacities of both methodologies can lead to a more comprehensive,
balanced, and contextualized analysis of Qur'anic concepts,
particularly the concept of ‘adl.
Keywords: Verses 3 and 129 of Sdrat al-Nisa’, comparative-riwa’i
exegesis, structural semantics, Toshihiko Izutsu, Muhammad Bagqir al-
Sadr, synchronic analysis, diachronic analysis, ‘adl (justice).
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