sl 301 g citimod g3 A5G U ¢conls b sl 13 (AN Juor G0La0 (i

Iman Kakavand'

Abstract

The expression “Habl Allah” (the Rope of Allah) in Qur’an 3:103 is
regarded as one of the key concepts of the Holy Qur’an and a
fundamental basis for the realization of Islamic unity. Nevertheless,
identifying the referent of this concept has been a matter of
disagreement among Shiite and Sunni exegetes. The present study
aims to elucidate and comparatively examine the exegetical views of
the two Islamic traditions. Employing a descriptive-analytical method
and content analysis of narrations and exegetical statements, the study
examines reports concerning the referents of “Habl Allah” in two
prominent commentaries: al-Mizan and al-Durr al-Manthir. The
findings indicate that ‘Allamah Tabataba’i, drawing on the contextual
relationship of verses 101 and 102 of Siirat Al ‘Imran and verse 7 of
Sirat al-Hashr, and relying on the inseparable connection between the
Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt in light of the widely transmitted Hadith
al-Thagalayn, considers the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt to be the
complete referent of “Habl Allah.” By contrast, al-Suyti, in al-Durr
al-Manthir, adopts a predominantly transmission-based approach and,
without extensive engagement in the critical evaluation of the chains
of transmission and textual implications of the narrations, reports a
range of referents for “Habl Allah,” among which the Qur’an and the
community (jama ‘ah) occur most frequently.

The final analysis, based on the syntactic and semantic indications of
the verse and a critical evaluation of the narrations concerning “the
community” as a referent, demonstrates that interpreting “Habl Allah”
as the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt iS more comprehensive and
defensible, owing to its greater coherence with the context of the
preceding and following verses and its stronger traditional support in
the sources of both Shiite and Sunni traditions.

Keywords: Habl Allah, comparative exegesis, hadith analysis, al-
Mizan, al-Durr al-Manthir
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