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Abstract

The present study examines and evaluates the narrations concernin%
the alleged abrogation of the Peace Verse (1 ur'an 8:61) by the Swor
Verse %Qur‘an 9:5) as reported in al-Tabari'sJami® al-Bayan.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a source- and fext-
critical” approach, the study investigates the evidentiary basis_of this
clam. The findings, presented at three interconnected [evels, indicate
that the claim of abrogating the Peace Verse lacks sufficient grounds
to establish the abrogation Of a Qur'anic ruling. First, at the Ievel of
isnad criticism, an examination of the chains of transmission of the
reports attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, and Qatada reveals that
some of these narrations suffer from deficiencies, including weakness
or ambiguity concerning the status of certain transmitters, irsal
(mursal transmission), or mawquf attribution. Consequently, they
cannot, . mdeFendently,‘estabhsh a significant ruling such "as the
abrogation of a Qur'anic_verse. Second, at the level of textual and
semantic criticism, and drawing on ‘Allama Tabataba'1's exegetical
principles, the claim of abrogation faces three major challenges. First,
according to_the theory of Umm al-Kitab, the ruling concerning peace
in Qur'an 8:61 belongs to the category of fundamental rulings that are
consistent with human nature and enduring human interests, while the
Sword Verse addresses specific circumstances and groups and cannot
be understood as cateﬁorlcally negating the principle of peace.
Second, according to the theory of'l tibariyat (Conventional/posited
concepts), the ruling concerning peace is connected with enduring and
essentia” requirements of social life; its absolute abrogation would
therefore be incompatible with the wisdom of legislation and the
purpose of the Lawgiver. Third, the continuation of the Prophet's
Practlce of concluding peace treaties and aéreements, including the
reaty with the Christians of Najran, supports the non-abrogation of
the ruling in an absolute sense. Third, at the methodological level, an
examination of al-Tabart's position _shows that, on the one hand, he
emphasizes the necessity of valid evidence and the complete removal
of the previous ruling when establishing abrogation, while, on the
other hand, he reports the views of those who maintained that the
verse was abrogated within his exegetical accounts. Therefore, a
distinction must = be made betweenreporting transmitted
opinionsand adopting the claim of abrogation as an exegetical
position. Ultimately, ~al-Tabarm explicitly states that there is no
evidence from the Qur'an, the Sunnah, or reason establishing the
abrogation of Qur'an 8:61, and he regards both verses as operative
within their respective domains. Accordingly, this study concludes that
the Peace Verse has not been abrogated and that the Sword Verse does
not negate peace in an absolute sense; rather, the meanings of the two
verses should be understood in light of the differences in their
respective subjects, circumstances, and addressees.

Keywords: Abrogation (Naskh), Peace Verse, Sword Verse, Theory
of I tibariyat, Umm al-Kitab, Jami ‘ al-Bayan, ‘Allama Tabataba 1.
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