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Abstract 
Verse 39 of Surah al-Ra'd, "Allah effaces whatever He wills and 
confirms whatever He wills, and with Him is the Mother of the 
Book," is one of the most significant Qur'anic foundations for 
explaining the doctrine of Badāʾ and has long been a subject of 
discussion and controversy among Shiite and Sunni scholars. Shiite 
exegetical traditions, drawing on this verse, understand Badāʾ as the 
manifestation and disclosure of conditional divine decrees within the 
realm of creation. Accordingly, they interpret it as referring to changes 
in decrees, God's operative knowledge, and the external manifestation 
of such decrees, rather than to any change in God's essential and 
eternal knowledge. By contrast, many Sunni scholars, 
understanding Badāʾ as the emergence of knowledge after ignorance, 
have regarded this doctrine as incompatible with divine eternal 
knowledge and have consequently criticized it. 
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative 
approach, the present study examines the exegetical traditions of both 
Shiite and Sunni sources concerning Verse 39 of Surah al-Ra'd and 
analyzes the foundations, implications, and functions of the concept 
of Badāʾ in these traditions. The findings indicate that a considerable 
portion of the disagreement between the two schools stems from 
differences in the definition of Badāʾ and from conflating Badāʾ in the 
sense of the manifestation and disclosure of an affair to human beings 
with Badāʾ understood as the emergence of new knowledge for God. 
Furthermore, an examination of Sunni traditions concerning divine 
effacement and confirmation, supplication, maintaining kinship ties, 
and changes in certain decrees reveals themes that are close to some of 
the principles articulated in the Shiite explanation of Badāʾ. Therefore, 
the existing disagreement may, at least to a considerable extent, be 
attributed to differences in the conceptual and exegetical formulation 
of this doctrine rather than necessarily to a substantive disagreement 
in all of its dimensions. By clarifying the precise relationship between 
effacement and confirmation and Badāʾ, this study provides a basis for 
a critical reassessment of Sunni perspectives and for developing a 
more coherent understanding of the doctrine of Badāʾ in light of the 
exegetical traditions of both schools. 
Keywords: Badāʾ, effacement and confirmation, Umm al-Kitāb, 
exegetical traditions, comparative analysis. 
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