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Abstract

Qur'an 4:75 poses a critical rhetorical question that urges
believers to defend the oppressed and assist those suffering from
injustice. It identifies the oppressed—particularly vulnerable
men, women, and children—as both the motive and ultimate
purpose of striving (jihad). This verse has received significant
attention from both Sunni and Shi'a exegetes, and the
interpretive traditions of both schools have played a key role in
explaining concepts such as oppression (istid'af), support for the
oppressed, and the objectives of jihad. Employing a descriptive-
analytical and comparative approach, this study examines
exegetical narrations found in the hadith and tafsir sources of
both traditions to explore their similarities and differences in
interpreting the verse. The findings indicate that both traditions
regard defending the oppressed and eliminating injustice as
fundamental objectives of jihad. However, some Shi'a narrations
extend the concept of the oppressed to include the need for
divine guidance and wilayah (guardianship), whereas most
Sunni narrations emphasize the verse's social, humanitarian, and
defensive dimensions. Overall, both traditions present jihad
primarily as a defensive and humanitarian endeavor aimed at
protecting human dignity.

Supporting the oppressed | Jihad | Quran 4:75| Comparative
exegesis | Exegetical narration
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